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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the generic name Pseudoxy¬ 
rhopus Gunther, 1881. The name is in current universal usage for a genus of snakes 
from Madagascar but was originally published as an unnecessary replacement for 
Homalocephalus Jan, 1863, which has not been used for over 100 years. 


1. The generic name Homalocephalus Jan, 1863a (p. 286) was proposed for the single 
new species H. heterurus Jan, 1863. The name was used by the author in two later 
publications (Jan, 1863b, p. 52; Jan & Sordelli, 1866, pi. 4, fig. 2) but has appeared in. 
only two other publications in the primary literature (Boettger, 1877, p. 32; Hoffmann, 
1886, p. 1679). 

2. The taxonomic genus to which Jan (1863) applied the name Homalocephalus is 
valid and has been recognized as such consistently. Gunther (1881, p. 359), however, 
proposed a replacement name, Pseudoxyrhopus, explaining that ‘Jan described under 
the name Homalocephalus a genus of Colubrine Snakes from Madagascar... whilst 
admitting the snake described by him as the type of a distinct genus, I am compelled to 
change the name, which is preoccupied in Entomology’. Gunther did not mention the 
insect name but it seems likely that he was referring to Homalocephala Zetterstedt, 1838 
(col. 749) in the Diptera; there is no name Homalocephalus other than Jan’s (1863). 
Hoge (1958, p. 51) recorded Pseudoxyrhopus as a ‘nomen novum pro Homalocephalus 
Jan 1863, non Zetterstedt 1838’. Williams & Wallach (1989, p. 125) noted that 
Pseudoxyrhopus was a ‘substitute name for Homalocephalus Jan; erroneously believed 
to be preoccupied by Homalocephala Zetterstedt (1838) Diptera’. They also noted that 
the name Pseudoxyrhopus ‘needs conservation’. The 1985 Code (as well as previous 
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editions) slates (Article 56b) that genus-group names differing by one letter are not to 
be regarded as homonyms. 

3. Gunther (1881) established the new name microps for a second species of 
Pseudoxyrh'opus\ this was erroneously cited as the type species of the genus by Welch 
(1982, p. 182). Under Article 67h Homalocephalus heterurus San, 1863 is the type species 
of both Homalocephalus and Pseudoxyrhopus, 

4. Compliance with the principle of priority would require the use of the senior name 
Homalocephalus Jan, 1863. However, with the single exception of Hoffmann (1886), 
Pseudoxyrhopus Gunther, 1881 has consistently been used in all works in which the 
genus has been regarded as distinct. There are eight nominal species in the genus, all 
endemic to Madagascar (see Brygoo, 1983, pp. 37, 55). An additional species, Xenodon 
punctatus Peters, 1880, included in the genus by Boulenger (1890, p. 314), Guibe (1959, 
pp. 227-228) and Welch (1982, p. 182), has been shown (Hoge, 1958, pp. 49-52) to 
belong in the unrelated genus Sordellina Procter, 1923 from Brazil. 

5. A cursory review of the literature reveals that Pseudoxyrhopus Gunther, 1881 has 
been used as valid in at least 34 works by 30 authors since it was proposed. Recent 
authors include Bellairs (1969, p. 540), Blanc (1971, pp. 122, 126), Brygoo (1987, pp. 9, 
12), Domergue (1969, pp. 16,17,20), McDowell (1987, p. 37), Romer (1956, p. 58) and 
Underwood (1967). A list of a further 20 references, additional to those cited in the 
course of this application, is held by the Commission Secretariat. Pseudoxryhopus is the 
type genus of the family-group (tribe or subfamily) pseudoxyrhopini or pseudoxy- 
RHOPINAE Dowling, 1975 (p. 169) which includes nine genera (Dowling, 1986). The 
family-group name has appeared in further publications (Smith, Smith & Sawin, 1977, 
p. 118 and Dowling, Highton, Maha & Maxson, 1983, p. 323). 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Homalocephalus Jan, 1863 
for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Pseudoxy¬ 
rhopus Gunther, 1881 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy of the 
replaced nominal genus Homalocephalus Jan, 1863, Homalocephalus heterurus 
Jan,1863; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name heterurus ian, 
1863, as published in the binomen Homalocephalus heterurus (specific name of 
the type species of Pseudoxyrhopus Gunther, 1881); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Homalocephalus Jan, 1863, as suppressed in (1) above. 
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